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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) is pleased to present TEAS - tlie Trademark 
Electronic Application System. TEAS allows you to fill 
out an application form and check it for completeness 
over the internet. Using e-TEAS you can then submit 
the application directly to the USPTO over the internet. 
Or using PrinTEAS you can print out the completed 
application for mailing to the USPTO. It's your choice! 
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File a trademark or service marl( 
application electronically over the 
internetl 

• Fill out an application form online if you 

o are already using the mark in 

commerce; or 
o intend to use the mark in 

commerce in the future; or 
o have filed an application in a 
foreign country 
but nof if you must submit a foreign 
registration certificate 

• Create a "drawing page" showing your 
mark by 

o typing in your mark (if words 
only); or 

o attaching a "gif or "jpg" format 
file if your mark is stylized or a 
design/logo 

• If you are already using the mark, 
attach a digital photograph in a "gif or 
"jpg" format file showing how you use 
the mark 

• Pay by credit card (Mastercard, Visa, 
American Express or Discover) or 
USPTO deposit account 

• Transmit the application directly to the 
USPTO over the internet 



Complete a trademark or service mark 
application online and print it out for 
mailing! 

• Fill out an application form online if you 

o are already using the mark in 

commerce; or 
o intend to use the mark in 

commerce in the future; or 
o have filed an application in a 

foreign country; or 
o are submitting a foreign 

registration certificate 

• Create a "drawing page" showing your 
mark by 

o typing in your mark (if words 
only); or 

o attaching a "gif or "Jpg" format 
file if your mark is stylized or a 
design/logo; or 

o producing a pen and ink 
representation if your mark is 
stylized or a design/logo 

• Mail to the USPTO: 

o Application form 
o Drawing Page 

o Specimens showing use of the 
mark, /Y already in use 

o Certification of foreign 
registration, //you have one 

• Pay by check or USPTO deposit 
account (we currently cannot accept 
credit card payments using PrinTEAS) 
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Click here to use e-TEASI 



Click here to use PrinTEASI 



m TEAS gives step-by-step instructions for completing a trademaric or service mark application 
form properly. It also provides access to a wide variety of information about Office procedures 
and practice. 

m teas/e-TEAS works only if you use either NETSCAPE NAVIGATOR (Version 3.0 or most recent) 
or MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER (Version 4.0 or most recent). teas/e-TEAS utilizes frames, 
JavaScript, and the file upload feature supported by these browser versions. 

m PrinTEAS, on the other hand, works best if you use either NETSCAPE NAVIGATOR (Version 
3.0 or most recent) or MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER (Version 4.0 or most recent). 

m For general trademark information, please telephone the Trademark Assistance Center, at 
703-308-9000. For automated status information on an application that has an assigned serial 
number, please telephone 703-305-8747 or check our Trademark status server . 

m If you need help in resolving glitches or need answers to technical questions, you can e-mail 
us at PrinTEAS@uspto.qov . Please include your telephone number, so we can talk to you 
directly, if necessary. 

m PrinTEAS is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. E-TEAS, however, will NOT permit credit 
card payments Mondays from 12:01 a.m. to 6 a.m. EST. Applications will not transmit during 
that period. 

^ Important Notice: 

Once you submit an application, either electronically or through the mail, we 
will not cancel the filing or refund your fee, unless the application fails to 
satisfy minimum filing requirements. The fee is a processing fee, which we do 
not refund even if we cannot issue a registration after our substantive review. 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) is pleased to present TEAS - the Trademark 
Electronic Application System. TEAS allows you to fill 
out an application form and check it for completeness 
over the internet. Using e-TEAS you can then submit 
the application directly to the USPTO over the internet. 
Or using PrinTEAS you can print out the completed 
application for mailing to the USPTO. It's your choice! 
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File a trademark or service maric 
application electronically over the 
internetl 

• Fill out an application form online if you 

o are already using the mark in 

commerce; or 
o intend to use the mark in 

commerce in the future; or 
o have filed an application in a 
foreign country 
but not if you must submit a foreign 
registration certificate 

• Create a "drawing page" showing your 
mark by 

o typing in your mark (if words 
only); or 

o attaching a "gif ' or "jpg" format 
file if your mark is stylized or a 
design/logo 

• if you are already using the mark, 
attach a digital photograph in a "gif* or 
"jpg" format file showing how you use 
the mark 

• Pay by credit card (Mastercard, Visa, 
American Express or Discover) or 
USPTO deposit account 

• Transmit the application directly to the 
USPTO over the internet 



Complete a trademark or service mark 
application online and print it out for 
mailing! 

• Fill out an application form online if you 

o are already using the mark in 

commerce; or 
o intend to use the mark in 

commerce in the future; or 
o have filed an application in a 

foreign country; or 
o are submitting a foreign 

registration certificate 

• Create a "drawing page" showing your 
mark by 

o typing in your mark (if words 
only); or 

o attaching a "gif or "jpg" format 
file if your mark is stylized or a 
design/logo; or 

o producing a pen and ink 
representation if your mark is 
stylized or a design/logo 

• Mail to the USPTO: 

o Application form 
o Drawing Page 

o Specimens showing use of the 
mark, /f already in use 

o Certification of foreign 
registration, /f you have one 

• Pay by check or USPTO deposit 
account (we currently cannot accept 
credit card payments using PrinTEAS) 
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Click here to use e-TEASI 



Click here to use PrinTEAS! 



IS TEAS gives step-by-step instructions for completing a trademark or service mark application 
form properly. It also provides access to a wide variety of information about Office procedures 
and practice. 

^ teas/e-TEAS works only if you use either NETSCAPE NAVIGATOR (Version 3.0 or most recent) 
or MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER (Version 4.0 or most recent). teas/e-TEAS utilizes frames, 
JavaScript and the file upload feature supported by these browser versions. 

m PrinTEAS, on the other hand, works best if you use either NETSCAPE NAVIGATOR (Version 
3.0 or most recent) or MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER (Version 4.0 or most recent). 

m For general trademark information, please telephone the Trademark Assistance Center, at 
703-308-9000. For automated status information on an application that has an assigned serial 
number, please telephone 703-305-8747 or check our Trademark status server . 

m If you need help in resolving glitches or need answers to technical questions, you can e-mail 
us at PrinTEAS@uspto.qov , Please include your telephone number, so we can talk to you 
directly, if necessary. 

m PrinTEAS is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. E-TEAS, however, will NOT permit credit 
card payments Mondays from 12:01 a.m. to 6 a.m. EST. Applications will not transmit during 
that period. 



Important Notice: 



Once you submit an application, either electronically or through the mail, we 
^^^^^ will not cancel the filing or refund your fee, unless the application fails to 
"^^"^ti/- satisfy minimum filing requirements. The fee is a processing fee, which we do 
not refund even if we cannot issue a registration after our substantive review. 
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Web 



Definitions of Trademark on the Web: 



• a name, word, symbol, or device that allows the trademark owner to dictate its use in identifying a product, 
eg. logos and brand names. 
www.techtransfer.umich.edu/index/glossary.html 



• A word, phrase, slogan, design or symbol used to identify the source of goods and distinguish them from 
other sources. Trademarks may be registered with the US Patent and Trademark Office, and similar offices 
worldwide. In the US and in other countries with legal systems based on English common law, trademark 
rights also accrue through common law usage. See also service mark. 
www.domainhandbook.com/glossn-z.html 



• any word, name, symbol or device, or any combination thereof adopted and used by a manufacturer or 
merchant to identify his goods and to distinguish them from those manufactured or sold by others. 
training.dialog.com/oniinecourses/patents/gloss.html 



• A name, symbol, or other device identifying a product officially registered and legally restricted to the use of 
the owner or manufacturer. A trademark protects the symbol that identifies a manufacturer's goods. "Coke", 
and "Xerox" are trademarked. "Brands" can be trademarked too. For example, the shape of coke's bottle is 
trademarked and is therefore protected from anyone creating a similar mark. 
www.creativelicense.com/glossarv.html 

• Used by a business to distinguish itself and its products from the competition. A trademark may include a 
name, symbol, word or combination of those. Protected by the federal government and considered to have 
financial value. The circled "R" or "Reg. TM" printed with the mark indicates that it is a registered 
trademark. See United States Trademark Act 15 USC Section 1127 (1988). 
www.signwire.com/sign-help/glossarv.php 



• A word, phrase, symbol or design, or combination thereof, that identifies and distinguishes the source of 
the goods or services of one party from those of others. A registered trademark is a trademark the US 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has accepted and registered for a certain class of goods. 
Registered trademarks are identified with an ®. 
www.indiana.edu/-urcp/image/gloss.shtml 



• A word or mark that distinctly indicates the ownership of a product or service, and that is legally reserved 
for the exclusive use of that owner. 
www.florida-incorporation.com/glossarv.html 



• A word or symbol used to distinguish one corporate product from another. Trademarks are used to protect 
the genuineness of a product and if they qualify they can be registered with the US Patent and Trademark 
Office. 

www.wwind.com/legal dictionarv/t.htm 



• Legal protection for a word, name, symbol or device which is used in trade with goods to indicate the 
source of the goods and to distinguish them from the goods of others. A servicemark is the same as a 
trademark except that it identifies and distinguishes the source of a service rather than a product. 
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www.cvbercitvmommies.com/Glossarv,html 

• Any corporate mark, when registered and protected by law is referred to as a trademarlc. 
www.loaosharx.conrVlogo-desian-tips/logo glossary. htm 

• A registration process under which a name, logo, or characteristic can be identified as exclusive. 
www.business-in-asia.com/glossarv5.html 

• The object is to hit the ball so that it goes over the net and bounces on the opponent's half of the table in 
such a way as to defeat the opponent's attempt to reach and return it. Both singles and doubles games are 
played. A match consists of the best of three or the best of five games, each game being won by the player 
or team that first reaches 21 points. Invented in England in the early 20th century, it soon spread 
throughout the world. Since the mid-1950s. East Asian countries have dominated the sport. It has 
concise.britannica.com/ebc/article 

• Any word, name, symbol, or device used by a person or entity to identify its product and to distinguish them 
from others. 

www.allcorpfilings.com/incorporation-definitions/ 

• a word, name, symbol, or device or any combination of these used by a manufacturer or vendor in 
connection with a product. 

www.clemson.edu/research/ottSite/ottStart lntelectDefe.htm 

• A trademark (or "mark") is any word, phrase, design or symbol used to market a product or service. A mark 
used to market a service is called a service mark, though "trademark" is commonly used to refer to both 
types of marks. Under certain circumstances, trademark owners have the power under federal and state 
law to prevent others from using their trademarks to market goods or services. 
print.smallbusiness.findlaw.conn/startinq-business/startinq-business-name/starting-business-name- 
glossarv.html 

• [trademark]. 1. A word, slogan, design, picture, or other symbol used to identify and distinguish goods. 2. 
Any identifying symbol, including a word, design, or shape of a product or container, that qualifies for legal 
status as a trademark, service mark, collective mark, certification mark, trade name, or trade dress. 
Trademarks identify one seller's goods and distinguish them from goods sold by others. They signify that 
all goods bearing the mark come from or are controlled by a single source and are of an equal level of 
quality. And they advertise, promote, and generally assist in selling goods. A trademark 
usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/intelprp/glossary.htm 

• A symbol, initialing, lettering, etc., which has been adopted as a positive identification of a supplier. A 
trademark, to be valid, must be properly registered with legal rights assigned to only one user. 
fcn.state.fl.us/fcn/centers/purchase/standardmanual/glossarv.htm 

• A trademark or brand-name is a distinctive sign which identifies certain goods or services as those 
produced or provided by a specific person or enterprise. The period of protection for a trademaric varies, 
but can generally be renewed indefinitely. 
www.wipo.org/about-ip/en/studles/publications/ip definitions.htm 

• a name, symbol or other mark that identifies a product to customers, and is legally owned by its 
manufacturer or inventor. 

www.cfdccariboo.com/glossarv.htm 

• Identification of a particular source of goods or services. It is legally protected against confusingly similar 
use by others. See also the TM symbol. 
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www.ppg.com/alobalidentitv/guide/quide 1 7.shtml 

• *. An officially registered and legally restricted name, symbol or representation, the use of which is 
restricted to its owner. 

www.unmc.edu/ethics/words.html 

• A symbol and/or name representing a commercial enterprise, whose right to the exclusive use of that 
symbol is, along with patents and copyrights, one of the fundamental intellectual property rights that is the 
subject of the WTO TRIPS agreement. 
www-personal.umich.edU/-alandear/glossarv/t.html 

• A sign, symbol, mark, word or arrangement of words in the form of a label adopted and used by a 
manufacturer or distributor to designate particular goods, and which no other person has the legal right to 
use. 

www.washington.edu/admin/purchstores/glossarv/glossarv.cgi 

• is another protection offered by the USPTO. It is a word, name, symbol, or specific description that makes 
a company or product unique from others. Trademarks protect company names and products, for example: 
Microsoft ™ and Palm Pilot 

misbridge.bus.utexas.edu/knowledge/topics/taking vour product to market/kevterms.asp 

• A symbol, design, word, letter, etc., used by a manufacturer or dealer to distinguish his products from those 
of competitors and usually registered and protected by law. 
www.asmara.com/terminologv.htm 

• hallmark: a distinctive characteristic or attribute 

• a formally registered symbol identifying the manufacturer or distributor of a product 
vww.cogsci.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/webwn 

• A trademark (Commonwealth English: trade mark) is conventionally a distinctive sign of some kind, 
whether that sign comprises a name, word, phrase, logo, symbol, design, picture, styling or a combination 
of one or more of these elements. A trademark is used by a business to identify itself and its products or 
services to consumers, and to set itself and its products or services apart from other businesses. A 
trademark is a type of intellectual property, and in particular, a type of industrial pr 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trademark 
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PREPARED BY A UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE AS A 
PART OF THAT PERSON'S OFFICIAL DUTIES. 



Madame Chair and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for providing this opportunity to testify on the very 
important issue of protection of intellectual property. 

We firmly believe that no single issue is more important in 
shaping the future growth and development of our economy, and 
the global economy, than developing and maintaining effective 
intellectual property protection. 

While the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) is responsible for 
examining and granting patents and registering trademarks, we 
also serve an important advisory role. The PTO advises the 
Administration and the Congress on all domestic and 
international intellectual property matters, including 
international agreements . 

The PTO also works closely with the United States Trade 
Representative, U.S. Customs, the U.S. Copyright Office of the 
Library of Congress, the Departments of State andJustice and 
other Federal agencies to secure and expand protection of U.S. 
intellectual property throughout the world. 

I would like to describe some of our ongoing efforts. 



International Efforts 



We continue to engage in substantive discussions and education 
efforts with intellectual property officials throughout the 
world. Just last week, the PTO and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization's (WIPO) Asia Bureau co-sponsored a study 
program on the enforcement of intellectual property rights for 
customs off-leers from 12 Asian countries, including China, 
India, Indonesia and Thailand, The off- leers received 
substantive briefings and participated in discussions on a wide 
range of border enforcement issues and the provisions of the 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPsAnother enforcement program, again in cooperation 
with WIPO, will be held during the first two weeks of November. 
Participants will include intellectual property officials from 
over 15 countries. 

PTO has also participated in programs for Russian prosecutors and 
judges (July 1999) and developed a new intellectual property 
enforcement training format to be used by other U.S. agencies 
and WIPO (July 1999) . PTO also led programs on enforcement in 
Egypt and Kenya (spring and summer 1999) . 

Further, the 14th annual Visiting Scholars Program will be held 
the last two weeks of October. The program offers two weeks of 
classroom and hands-on study to intellectual property officials 
from approximately 15 countries. The participants gain a better 
understanding of the critical role of intellectual property 
protection in building strong, vital economies. 

Technical Assistance 

The PTO also provides technical assistance to developing 
countries that are setting up or improving their intellectual 
property protection systems. The assistance includes specific 
review of foreign laws and regulations to implement 
intellectual property enforcement regimes. Last fiscal year, we 
provided technical assistance to over 70 countries, and the 
effort included 90 separate assistance projects. We plan to 
improve on those numbers in the new fiscal year. 

Inter-Agency Council 

While PTO and other Federal agencies regularly consult on 
intellectual property-related enforcement activities, the 
recently enacted Treasury Appropriations law (P.L. 106-58) 
establishes a formal inter-agency 

coordination effort. The law creates the National Intellectual 
Property Law Enforcement Coordination Council with the mandate 
of coordinating domestic and international intellectual property 
law enforcement among Federal and foreign entities. 

The Council membership consists of PTO and our colleagues at the 
Justice Department, State Department, USTR, Customs, and the 
Department of Commerce. The Council is directed to consult with 
the Register of Copyrights on copyright-related issues and must 
report annually on its activities to the President and the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropriations and the 
Judiciary. We look forward to working with our colleagues on 
this important effort. 

Patents 

Securing effective patent protection as expeditiously as possible 
is critical to all U.S. industries, particularly 



pharmaceutical, computer and other high tech sectors, and the 
U.S. patent business is booming. Patent applications are up 25% 
in the last two years, and in the fiscal year that just ended 
we received nearly 268,000 applications. Since 1996, patent 
applications in information-related technologies have risen 
more than 70% and biotech applications have jumped over 60%. 

To handle the rapid growth in patent applications and to address 
our customers* concerns, we hired more than 8 00 new patent 
examiners last year and hired another 800 examiners this year. 
Most of the new hires are in computer and information 
processing technologies, and one-third of the new examiners 
hold a Masters or a Ph.D. degree in engineering, computer 
science or mathematics. 

With the addition of these new employees, our examining corps has 
increased to 2,940 examiners as of the end of August 1999, up 
from 2,212 examiners at the end of FY 1997 and 1,806 examiners 
in FY 1992. During this period of extensive hiring, the PTO has 
expended significant resources for training new employees and 
in reviewing their draft work product. As this group of new 
examiners becomes more experienced with their searching and 
examining functions, we anticipate even quicker and more 
accurate actions. Overall, we devoted nearly 6% of our budget 
to training this year, including over 100,000 hours for 
training new examiners in PTO procedures. 

We continuously review our national statutory and regulatory 
provisions and our obligations under international treaties and 
agreements, seeking out areas where improvements may be made. 
The focus of our patent business goals is to increase the level 
of service to the public by raising the efficiency and 
effectiveness of our business processes. For example, in the 
notice of proposed rulemaking {"Changes to Implement the Patent 
Business Goals") published in the Federal Register on October 
4, 1999, the PTO has proposed changes to Title 37 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, our rules of practice. The intent is to 
eliminate unnecessary formal requirements, streamline the 
patent application process and simplify and clarify applicable 

provisions. We anticipate that these changes will reduce the 
costs of obtaining patents while maintaining, if not 
increasing, the quality of our searching and examination 
functions. Additionally these changes have addressed many 
potential pitfalls, which currently have the effect ofpossible 
forfeiture or delay of protection caused by filing or 
procedural errors by applicants. 

MORE 

XXX applicants. 

In order to ensure a timely search and an examination of high 
quality, the PTO has made great improvements to our examiners' 
search capability resources. Today, from a desktop computer, 
patent examiners search the full text of over 2.1 million U.S. 
patents issued since 1971; images of all U.S. patent documents 
issued since 1790; Englishlanguage translations of 3.5 million 
Japanese patent abstracts; English-language translations of 2.2 
million European patent abstracts; IBM technical bulletins; 
more than 900 discrete databases; and over 5,200 non-patent 
literature journals. We are constantly improving these systems 
to make more information available more easily. 

As a result, our patent examiners in the pharmaceutical art are 
provided with desktop access to a vast collection of databases 
containing pharmaceutical non-patent literature, as well as 



traditional foreign and U.S. patent databases. Examiners are 
also given significant art specific training, both in a formal 
setting and from more senior examiners within each work group. 

In the computer related technology area, the patent law of the 
United States has undergone significant judicial and 
administrative changes during the last decade. The general 
outcome of these changes is that many inventions that 
previously would have been ineligible for patent protection for 
the sole reason that they were categorized as "software" 
related or embodying certain algorithms are now eligible for 
patent protection. These changes allow patents applications for 
devices encoded with program codes, or devices programmed to 
provide certain results, to be eligible for protection. The 
computer related applications are subject to the same novelty 
and . non-obviousness requirements imposed on all other 
applications . 

The examination of these computer-related applications has 
presented some new administrative burdens. In most 
technologies, the PTO has at its disposal a large number of 
skilled examiners who are available to train inexperienced 
examiners and to review difficult applications. However, in 
computer related art, the office has had less time than normal 
to build a sufficiently large group of skilled examiners. An 
additional problem in this area is that the prior art 
collection, which is normally collected over time by the 
Office, must be newly discovered or assembled by the Office or 
the art must be searched in a non-traditional manner. We are 
working to overcome this problem. 

In recent years, the PTO has been increasingly active in 
improving intellectual property rights around the world. We 
seek to promote intellectual property protection that is 
obtainable and protectable at a reasonable cost, in terms of 
both time and money. Additionally, we promote drafting of 
patent laws that not only encompass advanced technology of 
which we are currently aware, but also areas that are beyond 
our current imagination. This activity is consistent with 
Article 27(1) of the TRIPs agreement, which states in 
part patents shall be available for all inventions whether 
products or processes, in all field of technology, provided 
that they are new, involve an inventive step and are capable of 
industrial application. . . " 

Members to the TRIPs Agreement may, and have, invoked exclusions 
for some categories of inventions. Further, by defining 
"inventions" narrowly, members may, and have, effectively 
excluded advanced technological fields, such as computer 
related inventions from patentable subject matter. 
Unfortunately, by applying differing standards, these members 
have increased the cost of worldwide protection. It is our hope 
that consultations with other national intellectual^property 
off -lees will limit this activity in the future. HoweVer, other 
avenues, such as initiation of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) dispute settlement mechanism, may be an option in some 
instances . 

The United States has also been an active participant the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Group on PCT (Patent Cooperation Treaty) Legal 
Matters. The group's meetings have focused on revisions to the 
PCT regulations to streamline processing of international 
applications by all entities involved. The changes discussed in 
the PCT will minimize the adverse impact on applicants when 
they make errors in filing documents in international 



application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

Through our membership in WIPO, the United States is currently 
negotiating a draft Patent Law Treaty (PLT) . The principal goal 
of the PLT is to provide standardization of filing requirements 
and prosecution procedures among the member countries. This 
standardization of filing requirements would reduce the high 
costs of complying with various and sometimes inconsistent 
national and regional requirements. It would also reduce the 
risks of loss of potentially valuable intellectual property 
rights due to filing errors. By providing more consistent 
treatment of applications and prosecution procedures throughout 
the various member national and regional off -ices, the PLT will 
allow applicants to develop worldwide protection with greater 
confidence and at reduced costs . 

The PTO is also working with the Japanese and European Patent 
Offices, the two other large patent off -ices in the world, to 
seek ways to benefit from advances in information technology. 
Together, we will develop and share patent search tools and 
work on the harmonization of Internet-based filing systems. A 
memorandum of understanding, developed and signed at the 16th 
Annual Conference in Miami, Florida, focuses on mechanisms for 
the future electronic exchange of data and 

the extension of a trilateral network to WIPO. It also provides 
for a cooperative effort to implement a new concurrent search 
pilot and to revise the information dissemination policy to 
allow each office to make available to the public, on an 
Internet service, the data received from the other two 
offices . Trademarks 

The trademark side of our operations is also experiencing 
significant growth, with trademark applications up nearly 25% 
this year alone. We expect to receive approximately 300,000 
trademark applications this year. 

Earlier this year, the PTO initiated a system for the on-line 
filing of trademark applications. Anyone with a credit card and 
Internet access can now file a trademark with the PTO, making 
us the first national intellectual property office in the world 
with such a system. Already more than 10% of our trademark 
applications are filed electronically, and we are now receiving 
more than 2,000 electronic applications per month. This lowers 
both processing time and costs as PTO staff no longer has to 
keyenter or scan the application information into the database. 
In addition, the quality of our database will improve because 
the electronic application process eliminates PTOintroduced 
errors as a result of key entry or scanning. Yahoo Magazine has 
cited this system, known as Tradeniark Electronic 
Application Submission ( TEAS ) , as one of the most useful 
sites on the Internet. 

This year, there have been a number of important international 
developments in the area of trademarks . At the Governing Bodies 
Meeting of the World Intellectual Property Organization, the 
WIPO General Assembly and the Paris Union Assembly adopted a 
recommendation on the protection of well-known trademarks. This 
recommendation represents an international consensus on such 
important issues as the standards for identifying a well-known 
mark or for determining what constitutes the relevant sector of 
the public. The recommendation will give guidance, and 
potential legislative language, to those countries that are now 
drafting legislation to implement the TRIPs Agreement. The 
standards set forth in the recommendation could also be useful 



in the ongoing process to protect well-known marks on the 
Internet . 

Further, on both the domestic and international fronts, this year 
has seen the organizational development of ICANN (the Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers). Part of ICANN' s 
mandate was to create a dispute resolution procedure for 
resolving disputes between domain name holders and trademark 
owners. The purpose of such a dispute resolution mechanism 
would be to allow a speedy and fair resolution of certain 
egregious types of infringement between trademarks and domain 
names. Such a dispute resolution mechanism will be 
revolutionary in the sense that it will allow trademarks owners 
throughout the world to access, on-line, a single and simple 
process for protecting their trademarks against certain types 
of infringement, such as cybersquatting and warehousing. ICANN 
posted a dispute resolution procedure for comment on September 
29, 1999. 

With respect to international filings of trademark applications, 
PTO recently issued regulations to implement the Trademark Law 
Treaty Implementation Act of 1998 (P.L. 105-330) . The Treaty 
benefits U.S. trademark owners by requiring that member 
countries dispense with most legalization requirements and 
limit the list of filing andregistration requirements. It also 
requires member countries to accept multi-class applications 
and service mark registrations. The result will be 
simplification and harmonization of requirements for acquiring 
and maintaining a trademark registration in the member 
countries . 

MORE 

XXX countries. 

The future for trademarks internationally promises to be a very 
interesting one. On the positive side, the fact that trademarks 
have been such a popular target of Internet pirates means that 
trademark owners have been forced to lead the way in finding 
new ways to protect intellectual property on the Internet. 
Consequently, trademark owners have had the first opportunity 
to establish an Internet enforcement procedure. That procedure, 
the ICANN dispute resolution procedure, may be the forerunner 
of new Internet procedures, available on-line and worldwide, 
for settling intellectual property disputes in other areas such 
as copyrights and patents We believe that the Internet will 
ultimately enhance the value of trademarks as consumers 
increasingly will need recognizable marks to help them sort 
through the enormous selection of goods and services that will 
become available through the Net. At the same time, the 
Internet will benefit small businesses because they can have a 
worldwide marketing presence with just the cost of maintaining 
a web site. 

Copyrights 

While our publishing, computer software, information and 
entertainment industries continue to face serious challenges in 
terms of piracy and infringement in foreign markets, progress 
is being made to promote international cooperation in the 
protection of intellectual property in the global economy. 

On December 20, 1996, the Diplomatic Conference on Certain 
Copyright and Neighboring Rights Questions, convened by WIPO, 
approved two Treaties designed to ensure international 



protection of copyrighted works, performances and sound 
recordings in the digital environment: the WIPO Copyright 
Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty 
(WPPT) . A major intellectual property related electronic 
commerce goal of the Administration has been United States 
adherence to these Treaties and to encourage their prompt 
ratification by our trading partners. The United States signed 
the Treaties on April 12, 1997. The Administration submitted 
the Treaties and recommended implementing legislation to the 
Senate on July 31, 1997 and submitted its recommended 
implementing legislation to the House of Representatives on 
July 29, 1997. The implementing legislation, the 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) , was passed by the 
Congress and signed into law by the President on October 28, 
1998 . 

The following countries have ratified the WCT and the WPPT: 
Belarus, Burkina Faso, El Salvador, Hungary, Panama, Republic 
of Moldova, and the United States of America. Indonesia and 
Kyrgyzstan have ratified or acceded to the WCT but not the 
WPPT. The Treaties will enter into force three months after 30 
instruments of ratification have been deposited with WIPO. The 
U.S. Government is actively working to encourage others to 
ratify and implement the Treaties. First and foremost, the 
United States is taking the lead by example. On September 14, 
1999, Commerce Secretary Daley deposited the U.S. instruments 
of ratification with the Director General of WIPO, 
Additionally, the Administration, including the PTO, the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) , the State Department, 
and the U.S. Copyright Off -ice, have been urging other 
countries to join the Treaties. 

In addition, we are monitoring the progress of several of our key 
trading partners as they move toward ratification and 
implementation of the two Treaties. For example, this past 
summer, the Japanese Diet and the Argentine House of Deputies 
passed domestic legislation implementing the Treaties' 
obligations in their respective countries. The Australian 
Parliament also has drafted domestic legislation to implement 
the two Treaties, and it is our understanding that the bill 
will be considered later this year. The Colombian Senate has 
also passed two bills approving the two Treaties and the matter 
has now moved to the Colombian House of Deputies. 

The European Union (EU) is also drafting a Copyright Directive to 
implement the Treaties. Once the European Commission completes 
and adopts the Directives, each Member State of the EU must 
then implement the Directives in their domestic legislation. 
Likewise, they must each put themselves in position to ratify 
the Treaties through their domestic legislative processes. When 
all of the Member States in the European Community are in a 
position to ratify, in accordance with the administrative 
provisions of the Treaty, they will all deposit their 
instruments of ratification simultaneously. 

The U.S. Government has taken an active role in encouraging other 
countries to join the WCT and the WPPT. The United States has 
taken the lead in promoting joining the treaties through trade 
negotiations, speeches and participation in conferences on 
intellectual property, and WIPO meetings or programs promoting 
intellectual property protection. In these fora, U.S. 
representatives have explained the features of the DMCA and its 
approach to protection of anti- circumvention devices and 
systems, copyright management information, and limitations on 



liability of service providers. 

For example, in July the PTO co- sponsored with WIPO a conference 
for representatives from 30 African states on intellectual 
property in the digital age. At this conference, PTO officials 
made presentations on the two Treaties and emphasized the 
importance of African states 

ratifying the Treaties and adapting their laws to deal with 
electronic commerce issues such as limitations on liability for 
service providers. During the same month, the Commerce 
Department's Commercial Law Development Program (CLDP) held a 
two-day seminar on intellectual property in Lagos, Nigeria, in 
which USPTO and private sector officials emphasized the 
importance of Nigeria and other states ratifying the Treaties. 
The CLDP includes promotion of the WCT and WPPT in all its 
intellectual property rights programs. Explanation, discussion, 
and promotipn of the Treaties and the approach to 
implementation in the DMCA is also a major element of the PTO's 
annual Visiting Scholars Program and the Copyright Office's 
annual International Copyright Institute. Each year, these 
Washington-based programs attract dozens of government 
officials from a variety of developing and emerging 
economies . The U.S. Government also is promoting the Treaties 
through activities and discussions in the WTO and the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) . In the WTO, we have 
encouraged countries to ratify the Treaties through trips 
Council discussions related to electronic commerce. In 
connection with other work on electronic commerce in the WTO, 
we have also held discussions with countries concerning 
appropriate limitations on liability of Internet service 
providers. In the FTAA's Negotiating Group on Intellectual 
Property and the Government and Private Sector Committee of 
Experts on Electronic Commerce, we have proposed that members 
consider ratification and implementation of the WIPO Treaties 
by countries in the Hemisphere. Discussions in the FTAA 
Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce have also included 
the matter of the establishment of appropriate limitations on 
liability for service providers. 

The U.S. Government also is encouraging other countries to join 
the Treaties by using the Special 301 review process conducted 
by USTR. This objective is consistent with the mandate from 
Congress to seek adequate and effective levels of protection 
for intellectual property by our trading partners through 
promotion of the highest international standards. The standards 
in the WIPO Treaties meet these criteria. Therefore, the 
Administration continues to encourage countries to ratify and 
implement the WIPO treaties through the Special 301 process. To 
further promote the Treaties, the State Department sent cables 
to the U.S. embassies explaining the Treaties and their 
benefits and requesting that they consult with their host 
governments and encourage them to join. 

Another area of legislative and international activity with 
significant impact on electronic commerce is the issue of legal 
protection for databases separate from copyright. In 1998, 
relevant legislation passed the House of Representatives twice, 
but was not taken up by the Senate. There are presently two 
legislative proposals for database protection in the 106th 
Congress: H.R. 354, sponsored by Congressman Coble; and H.R. 
1858, sponsored by Congressman Tom Bliley. The Administration 
offered extensive commentary on each bill at heatings held in 
March and June, respectively. The Administration remains 
committed to working with the House and Senate on a database 
protection law that establishes adequate incentives for 



database 



production and distribution, while ensuring a robust range of 
fair uses, particularly for scientific, research, and 
transformative uses. Internationally, in 1999, the 
Administration made presentations on these developments at WIPO 
regional consultations in Minsk, Buenos Aires, and Manila. We 
anticipate that the subject will also be discussed at the next 
meeting of the WIPO Standing Committee on Copyrights, scheduled 
for November 1999 in Geneva. 

On another copyright issue, the PTO, along with other U.S. 
Government agencies, worked with the U.S. motion picture 
industry and performers' unions to develop an agreement to 
improve international protection . for audiovisual performers' 
rights. As a result, the U.S. Government last year put forward 
a comprehensive proposal in WIPO for a new Treaty on 
Audiovisual Performers Rights. This proposal aims to meet the 
needs of both performers and film producers in a way that will 
ensure that both parties benefit from the efficient 
exploitation of motion pictures in the marketplace. 

This proposal is a new milestone in U.S. international copyright 
policy, as well as a milestone in developing the policies that 
shape international copyright law in this area. It represents 
the first time that the United States has taken the initiative 
on this longstanding and controversial topic and proposed an 
agreement that would ensure both moral rights and economic 
rights for audiovisual performers. 

Conclusion 

As we prepare to enter the next millennium, the PTO will continue 
its efforts to secure and expand protection of U.S. 
intellectual property throughout the world. With some hard work 
and good will, we are confident that we can build systems that 
will serve our citizens well during the next century. These 
systems need to reflect, however, the realities of a new 
marketplace -- one that is increasingly electronic and global. 

Thank you, Madame Chair. 

END 
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Woodcock Washburn Pioneers Electronic Filing of Trademark Registrations; 
Local Firm First to File Electronically 
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PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 1 /PRNewswire/ -- Woodcock Washburn Kurtz Mackiewicz 
Sc. Norris LLP, the Philadelphia-based national intellectual property law 
firm dedicated exclusively to the practice of patent, trademark, and 
copyright laws, was the first to electronically file a U.S. trademark 
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Server computer system for transmitting images to client computers over 
computer network, receives service requests for desired data from client 
computers and modifies desired data 

Patent Assignee: CISCO SYSTEMS INC (CISC-N) 
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Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 

Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

US 6249787 Bl 18 G06F-017/30 Provisional application US 9622188 

Cont of application US 97896408 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 6249787 Bl 

NOVELTY - The server computer system receives service requests for 
desired data from client computers and modifies the desired data. The 
server system obtains the data associated with local embedded uniform 
resource locator (URL) and includes such data with modified data, if 
requested data includes local embedded URL. The system transmits the 
modified data to client computer and then disconnects from client 
computer . 

USE - For transmitting images to client computers over computer 
networks e.g. internet. 

ADVANTAGE - The server system provides information to the client 
computer based on knowledge of the contents of the client computer 
cache in such a manner that the number of connections is minimized 
which enhances system performance and effectively use client computer 
cache. Improves the performance of an internet session by reducing the 
number of reconnects required between the client computer and server 
system and thus performance of network system is enhanced without 
increasing bandwidth or reducing latency. Checks the contents of client 
computers cache to minimize the redundant transmission of page data and 
enhances performance by providing a server cache for resolved pages. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the 
server-process-page process. 
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E-mail transmission method involves enhancing input e-mail message with 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 6360221 Bl 

NOVELTY - The message from a sender is input to a server where it 
is enhanced with combination of text and self executing program. 
Enhanced e-mail is then delivered to each recipients mail box, where 
the program is executed and text is displayed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

(a) E-mail service providing method; 

(b) E-mail system 

USE - E-mail transmission method. 

ADVANTAGE - Enjoyment and usage of e-mail systems is increased, due 
to enhanced graphical representation provided by texts and 
self -executing program. Enhanced e-mail messages are highly compelling 
and the advertising value of the system is increased by attracting many 
users to the web site. Enables providing web-type content, audio and/or 
visual files, and programs to users in the form of self -executing 
e-mail program . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the homepage of the 
enhanced e-mail system, 
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Contents delivery system in communication network / has server which 
transmits file including consent- copyright information to decode 
contents of file, to user terminal upon receiving demand from user 

Patent Assignee: DAINIPPON PRINTING CO LTD (NIPQ ) 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 

Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

JP 2000268096 A 20000929 JP 9973011 A 19990318 200108 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : JP 9973011 A 19990318 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
JP 2000268096 A 13 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : JP 2000268096 A 

NOVELTY - The information content is encrypted and stored in a fil 
in server (10) . The server transmits the file including 
consent-copyright information to decode contents of file, to the user 
terminal (3 0) upon receiving the demand from the user. The consent of 
user for decoding the file is sent to server via the network (1) . The 
server verifies consent information based on which decryption is 
performed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for 
server . 

USE - In communication network. 

ADVANTAGE - Checks and guarantees complete delivery of contents 
from server, thus reliability of service is raised. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
contents delivery system. 

Network (1) 

Server (10) 

User terminal (30) 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 5983351 A 

NOVELTY - The copyright registration form information associated 
with work, component information and user selected identified work 
component information are stored in a memory. Based on the stored 
information, the appropriate completed copyright registration forms and 
the associated materials are generated to register the work for 
copyright protection. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An input unit enables user to input 
copyright registration form information associated with the work. A 
judgment unit examines the work in the computer readable form to 
identify individual work components contained within the work and to 
ascertain component information related to identified work components. 
A selection unit enables user to select identified work components to 
be included in work copyright registration. An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is 
also included for the computer based automatic copyright 
registration method in internet website . 

USE - For automatic registration of copyrights in internet 
website etc. 

ADVANTAGE - The registration system can be implemented on user*s 
computer system or user's computer system in combination with any 
number of server or host systems residing on the web or in 
communication with user's computer system. Since the type of work is 
determined, determination of appropriate copyright registration forms 
to be generated for individually register website components for 
copyright protection, is enabled easily. Since copies of website 
component can be generated from the content and/or graphics of website 
component files, the system utilizes the work type of each website 
component to determine proper procedure for generating a copy of the 
website components to register the website. The system also queries the 
user for each identified website component to enable the user to select 
that website component for including in the website copyright 
registration , after identifying and determining work types of website 
components . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows block diagram of 
exemplary data structure utilized by the automatic copyright 
registration computer system, 
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Extensible markup language file preparing method/ involves filtering text 

format and rich text format files to create data file, and creating 

extensible markup language file from data file 
Patent Assignee: BARBARA C (BARB- I) ; HAUSER N (HAUS-I); KOCH K D (KOCH-I); 

LEE J (LEEJ-I); SHAW B J (SHAW-I); SIMPSON M J (SIMP-I) ; SIMPSON R P 

(SIMP-I) 

Inventor: BARBARA C; HAUSER N; KOCH K D; LEE J; SHAW B J; SIMPSON M J; 
SIMPSON R P 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 20040230550 Al 20041118 US 2003249377 A 20030403 200482 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 2003249377 A 20030403 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

US 20040230550 Al 32 G06F-007/00 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20040230550 Al 

NOVELTY - The method involves creating a text format (ASCII) file 
from a native word processing source file. A rich text format (rtf) 
file is created from the native word processing source file. The native 
word processing file has a .doc file extension. The text format and 
rich text format files are filtered to create a data file. An 
extensible markup language (XML) file is created from the data file. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following: 

(A) a computer-based apparatus for electronically preparing a file 

(B) a computer based system for filing a patent application with a 
government agency 

(C) a computer based method for preparing a document for electronic 
submission. 

USE - Used for preparing an extensible markup language (XML) file. 

ADVANTAGE - The method is user friendly, and efficient for 
electronic filing of patent and trademark applications. The method 
automatically accounts for fees related to electronically filed 
patent and trademark applications, thus avoiding manual postal 
bookkeeping problems. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a flow chart of a 
software application illustrating primary modules for electronically 
preparing and filing patent and trademark applications and related 
correspondence via a global information network . 
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Method of trade mark processing for filing trade mark claims 
electronically, by forwarding all relevant information to a host server 

Patent Assignee: FRANKS R B (FRAN-I) 
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Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
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Patent Details: 
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Abstract (Basic) : GB 2362235 A 

NOVELTY - The trade mark processing method allows a customer 
(108,109) to input data that describes details about a trade mark , 
with reference to applicant and finance details. This data is then 
collected at a host server (100) that communicates the client terminal 
(102) within a law firm that deals with trade marks . This will then 
forward all the relevant data to sub-contractors and the appropriate 
government bodies to file the claim. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for a 
system for electronically filing trade mark information. 

USE - For filing, trade mark claims electronically. 

ADVANTAGE - The system simplifies and speeds-up the process of 
filing a claim for a trade mark . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shown is a flow diagram of 
the trade mark processing method. 

Host server (100) 

Client terminal (102) 

Customers (108, 109) 
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Trademark registration application support method for internet , 
involves registering applicant's trademark based on address, name, 
trademark, designation goods and designation services provided in 
application 

Patent Assignee: SHOEIDO YG (SHOE-N) 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 

Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

JP 2002259534 A 20020913 JP 200150868 A 20010226 200278 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : JP 200150868 A 20010226 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
JP 2002259534 A 15 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : JP 2002259534 A 

NOVELTY - The trademark of an applicant is registered based on the 
address, name, trademark, designation goods and services provided in 
the trademark registration application. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for 
trademark registration application support system. 

USE - For computer communication networks such as internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Allows an efficient and fast trademark registration, a 
the registration is done according to the contents provided in the 
application . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
trademark registration application support system. (Drawing includes 
non-English language text) . 
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Detailed Description 

registered with the system can be automatically accessed from the 
Internet and displayed from the Internet browser by simply entering 
the registered product's trademark (s) and/or associated company name 
into the Internet browser. 



Another object of the present invention is to provide such a 
system, wherein when... 

Claim 

. . . registered with the system can be 

automatically accessed from the Internet and displayed from the 
Internet browser by simply entering the registered product's 
trademark (s) and/or associated company name into the Internet 

1 23 

...registered with the system can be 

automatically accessed from the Internet and displayed from the 
Internet browser by simply entering the registered product's 
trademark (s) and/or associated company name into the Internet 

browser . 

122. The system of claim 119, wherein, wherein when the system is 
in its . . . 
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Publication Year: 1996 

CODEN: ADIMEZ ISSN: 1042-0711 
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Document Type: JA; (Journal Article) Treatment: A; (Applications); G; 
(General Review) 

Journal Announcement: 96 08W2 

Abstract: The Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) is undergoing a major 
modernization program to enhance patent application processing. One of the 
technologies considered for electronically filing patent applications 
and improving PTO operational efficiency is document imaging. The imaging 
system should be able to capture an image of every piece of paper relating 
to a received patent application so that the PTO may streamline its 
operations. The system must also include certain administrative 
capabilities so that PTO can track the flow of images with the system and 
understand the quality and quantity of stored images. 
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Abstract: DIALOG and Thomson & Thomson teamed up to produce one of the 
first commercial online databases containing both text and images. 
Thomson & Thomson, a trademark and copyright research firm, added 
trademark designs to its text file , TRADEMARKSCAN - FEDERAL, in January 
1988. Simultaneously, DIALOG developed DIALOGLINK, version 1.20, a powerful 
and easy-to-use software to receive and display images online from 
mainframe computers. This article evaluates TRADEMARKSCAN image retrieval 
using DIALOGLINK 1.20 communications software. It discusses TRADEMARKS CT^N ' s 
composition, retrieval methods, file size, downloading and printing time 
and costs, and database applications. The article also discusses software 
requirements and functions that are relevant to image retrieval. 
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Abstract: The US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) World Wide Web 
trademark database, Web TM (<http:// www .uspto.gov/tmdb/index.html>) 
provides free access via the World Wide Web to bibliographic text and 
images of active federal trademark applications and registrations . 
Although Web TM doesn^t replace the fee-based commercial trademark 
databases, it is an important first step to providing the public with free 
access to trade information. This cheap and easy screening tool is ideal 
for- conducting a quick-and-dirty knock-out availability search, for 
checking basic information about a particular mark and for observing trends 
in the marketplace. It is also a tool with which unwary searchers can hurt 
themselves if they do not understand the limitations of the data and search 
engine. (0 Refs) 
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Treatment: General, Review (G) 

Abstract: The Internet has an estimated 30 to 35 million users in 
approximately 100 countries and is growing rapidly each month. The 
expansion of the Internet has brought with it grey areas and questions 
regarding the suitability and enforceability of existing legal rules. Legal 
predictability and certainty are being challenged by the new virtual 
environment, and businesses that are keen to take advantage of the digital 
single market are wary as a result. Many prominent companies with valuable 

trademarks have found that they are extremely vulnerable on the Internet. 
The costs of registering trademarks and of pursuing for infringement 
are high and with limited and contradictory case law and jurisdictional 
issues unclear, it seems that some kind of harmonization with regard to 

trademark protection on the Internet is the way forward. (0 Refs) 
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Abstract: With an ever increasing number of trademarks registered, the 
task of ensuring the uniqueness of all trademarks registered is becoming 
increasingly difficult. The demand for a computerised trademark 

registration system is ever increasing. Tradeiaarks are complex patterns 
consisting of various images and text patterns, called "device-mark" and 
"word-in-mark" respectively. A computerised trademark system will thus be 
required to handle the diversity and complexity of image patterns occurring 
in device-marks (including interpretations or meanings of the trademark ) 
as well as the multi - linguistic properties of word-in-marks . In this paper 
we present a prototype System for Trademark Archival and Retrieval (STAR) 
which tackles the following key issues: multiple feature extraction methods 
to capture the shape, structure and complexity properties of the device 
mark, similarity of multi -lingual word-in-mark, concept matching using 
fuzzy thesaurus, and fusion of multiple feature measures for conflicting 

trademark retrieval . The initial test run has been conducted using 
approximately 500 trademarks . The retrieval results are very promising. 
Efforts to scale up the database to 4000 trademarks are under way. (7 

Ref s) 
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Abstract: Since we began using computer systems for handling 
administrative work related to patent applications in 1964, the Japanese 
Patent Office (JPO) has continually broadened the scope of computerization. 
In 1973, we installed the first online system, enhancing and expanding the 
system to implement kanji processing capabilities in 1976. In 1978, we 
developed a Registration Administrative and Trademark /Pronunciation 
Retrieval System, and computerized the administrative work of examiners, 
etc., in 1982. Based on this computerization, we began constructing what we 
call the Paperless System in 1984 . This is a comprehensive system covering 
all administrative patent processing for all applications using data from 
databases, systematizing all documentation from when the paperwork starts 
at the JPO, until when it goes out the door, using electronic filing . 
We continually promote system development. (0 Refs) 
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Abstract: Anyone with any experience of specifying the requirements of, 
or implementing a document image processing application will probably say 
that every application is different. The size and scope of systems varies 
enormously and this can determine what sort of issues emerge. One 
application for the trademark information research company, Compu-Mark, 
based in Antwerp, raises some interesting technical issues for the imaging 
industry. One reason for this application to be of such interest is its 
size, requiring the online storage of 13 million registered trademarks 
Most interest relates to the technologies required to meet the system 
specification including OCR, image enhancement, compound document layout, 
logic programming and transputer hardware. (3 Refs) 
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Abstract: The system of international registration of marks ( trademarks 
and service marks ) operated by WIPO under the Madrid Agreement is 

described. The International Register, which exists as a set of paper 
files, and its administration has recently been automated by setting up a 
computerized system known as SEMIRA (system of electronic marks 
interrogation, registration , and administration) . The functions of the 
system and its electronic architecture are described in detail. (0 Refs) 
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Abstract: This article shows that the chronology of events leading to the 
present placement and status of the trademark operation in the US Patent 
and Trademark office explains its current dilemma. Over the years 
Congress has had an integral role in overseeing these developments. In 
1980, Congress responded to appeals by trademark clientele for direct 
action with legislation mandating increased office fee recoveries and the 
delivery of a detailed office automation plan. This article specifically 
addresses the issue of Trademark Office automation, reveals the existing 
office structure and proposes a model approach to streamline and mechanize 
the present method of office operation. (161 Refs) 
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ABSTRACT: This paper is aimed at promoting cooperation such as shortening 
of required process time for examination, expansion^ of industrial 
property information services, efficiency improvement of business 
processes, international industrial property information interchange. 
The following have been conducted up to the present : development of an 
electron business processing system, construction and expansion of a 
total material database system, start of inquiry service, and 
acceptance of electron applications of patent and utility model 
registration . The objects of electronic processing will be further 
expanded in design and trademark . 
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